[Massive therapy and transplant of autologous bone marrow in childhood lymphomas and solid tumors. State of the art and perspectives].
The role of massive therapy followed by autologous bone marrow transplantation (ABMT) in pediatric tumours is reviewed. The rationale of such an approach based on dose-response relationship in clinical oncology, the usefulness of total body irradiation (TBI) as a part of conditioning regimens, and phase I and II trials with high dose drug combinations are discussed. The results of ABMT in lymphomas, sarcomas, neuroblastomas and other tumours are critically analyzed with special emphasis on prognostic factors, differences among conditioning regimens, intensive therapy morbidity and marrow purging procedures. Finally future perspectives and questions still unsolved are briefly summarized.